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Can you tell us about your childhood 
and family background?

We are originally from Madurai. I was born 
into a priestly family and raised with deep 
religious zeal. We built our own temple and 
regularly performed rituals and worship. My 
grandfather would do intense acts of devotion 
like dancing with spears and walking on sharp 
blades. Our family was passionate about our 
faith, and our home had a dedicated prayer 
room with over 200 images of various deities. 
Such was the spiritual fervour of the household 
I was born into. During my early years, we 
relocated from Madurai to Palladam.

Why did you move from your hometown 
to Palladam?

When I was very young, my father got a 
temporary job at the EB (Electricity Board) in 

Kangeyam, Tiruppur District, with a meagre 
salary of `30 per month. We settled in 
Palladam, and my father would commute over 
an hour daily to work. We lived in a row house, 
cramped with eight of us in a single space, with 
just one toilet shared among 30 houses. Later, 
we moved to another row house shared 
among 12 families — it had a toilet, but no 
door.

Despite having a decent income and good 
food at home, peace was absent. My father 
would return drunk and throw away the food 
my mother lovingly prepared. He drank every 
day and smoked two packs of cigarettes. Ours 
was a house full of chaos. 

Even with all the money, your home 
lacked peace. Did you seek any 

solutions?

Yes. We began visiting many temples, but the 
constant quarrels between my parents didn’t 
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stop. My mother, sister, and I would often 
hide on the rooftop in fear of my father. In the 
middle of this tension, a woman known to my 
mother suggested we seek prayer from a 
Christian pastor she knew. We disliked 
Christians — we considered them low caste 
and wouldn’t even take water from them. We 
dismissed the idea angrily.

But as our problems worsened, my parents 
reluctantly allowed the pastor to visit. He 
came and prayed. That very moment, we 
began experiencing an inexplicable peace in 
our home. Gradually, both my mother and 
father accepted Jesus into their hearts.

That’s unbelievable! Both your parents 
became followers of Jesus? How did 

that happen?

Shortly after, my father’s job became 
permanent. His salary jumped from `30 to 
`2,500. That was a 
turning point. My father 
realized that despite 
seeking countless gods, 
nothing had changed — 
but when the Christians 
prayed, blessings 
followed. He began 
attending church nearby 
and grew deeply in faith. My mother, too, 
became passionate in her pursuit of Christ.

What made your mother so zealous for 
Jesus?

Since my father worked with the EB, he had 
to climb electric poles. One day, while on 
duty, he fell from a pole, was badly injured, 
and lay unconscious. The doctors at Palladam 
couldn’t handle the case, so we rushed him to 

Coimbatore. By the time we arrived, his body 
had gone cold and stiff.

Though my mother had started believing in 
Jesus, she feared that leaving our ancestral 
gods might have brought this misfortune. But 
clinging to her new faith, she removed all her 
jewels — her wedding chain, bangles — and 
prayed, “Lord, if You heal my husband, I will 
follow You wholeheartedly.”

As they were about to carry him from the van 
to the stretcher, something miraculous 
happened — my father stood up and began 
walking on his own. That moment deeply 
impacted my mother, and her faith in Christ 
solidified.

Such an incredible miracle! Your 
parents accepted Christ… but what 

about your own life?

While my parents went to church, I rebelled. 
I hung out with those who hated Jesus. I would 
actively visit temples and engage in idol 
worship. I had an intense hatred for 
Christianity and Christian values.

My friends were mostly rowdies, and even 
during my school days, I had a unique style — 
rings on all five fingers, heavy chains around 
my neck. My mother would often plead, “I 
believe in Jesus now, and you still continue in 
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idolatry!” I’d argue back, “Just because you 
removed your jewellery and changed your 
faith doesn’t mean I will. My gods are 
important to me!” Though I had no real faith, 
I had religious fervour. I saw Jesus as a “foreign 
god” and wanted nothing to do with Him.

Then how did your transformation take 
place?

One day, a group of us — about 20 — beat up 
10 others. One of the victims fell, and as I 
kicked him, his tooth broke and injured my 
leg. Even today, the scar remains. My leg 
became swollen and infected. Meanwhile, the 
incident escalated into a communal clash, and 
50 people planned to take revenge by beating 
me up. I was terrified. Amid all this tension, 

someone advised me to lay low for a while. I 
was lying at home, unsure what to do, when a 
TV advertisement flashed about a Bible 
College opening in Nalumavadi. Seeing it, my 
mother suggested, “Why don’t you go study 
there?” I didn’t know anything about the Bible, 
but needing a safe place, I agreed. Quietly at 
night, my mother took me to Nalumavadi.

You went to hide… what was your 
experience at Bible College?

I didn’t understand a word during classes — 
I’d often sleep through them. Sin still 

dominated my life. I was just counting the 
days. I had no interest. A whole year passed, 
but there was no change in me. My classmates 
would invite me to the tabernacle of God, but 
I always refused. One day, I went just to see 
what it was about. I watched them pray while 
I sat casually.

But as I continued attending, I started liking 
the songs. I bought a diary and copied down 
1,000 songs. Then one night, I clearly heard a 
voice within me say, “Go to the tabernacle of 
God.” I obeyed, carrying my Bible and diary, 
knelt down — and wept uncontrollably for 
two hours.

I confessed every sin — beating preachers, 
disturbing churches, mocking believers. After 
two hours of crying, I heard another voice: 
“You didn’t come here by accident. I brought 
you. Just as I was with Moses, I will be with 
you. What I’m going to do through you will be 
mighty.” I collapsed, as if lifeless, for about 10 
minutes. That encounter changed everything.

Amazing! What followed after such a 
divine encounter?

As soon as the Lord said, “I have called you 
for ministry,” a deep peace and joy filled me. I 
began reading the Bible passionately. I couldn’t 
live the way I had before. I started preaching 
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in villages around Nalumavadi. God used me 
to lead some souls to Christ. The Holy Spirit 
began shaping me powerfully over the next 
two years. After completing three years, I 
thought of staying and serving in Nalumavadi, 
but the Lord said, “This is not your place. Go 
to your hometown — I have great plans for 
you there.” Immediately, I returned to 
Palladam.

So the place you hid became the place 
of your calling. How did your ministry 

begin in your hometown?

My mother and a few women had already 
been praying together at home. With her 
support, I started ministry work. The 
opposition was fierce. No one helped me. But 
as I continued in prayer, miracles began to 
happen. Souls started coming.

From 4 people, the fellowship grew to 100. 
None of them were from Christian families; 
all were saved from non-Christian 
backgrounds. I went village to village 
preaching the gospel, and by God’s grace, 
today we have a church functioning on 
the third floor of our own house. In the 
very place we were told not to have 
worship, we now gather joyfully! The 
same friends who once fought with 
me are now standing with 
me.

Tell us about your 
family life.

I got married three years 
ago. My wife, Jennifer 
Samantha, is a great 

support in all aspects of life. For three years, 
we had no children. We faced mockery and 
harsh words. But by God’s grace, He has now 
blessed us with a child — and lifted our heads 
high in the same place we once bowed in 
shame.

What would you like to say to today’s 
youth?

To all the youth reading this: there may be 
thousands around you, but you are reading 
this because God has chosen you. This world 
is working hard to pull you down. But if you 
stand firm with zeal for the Lord, He will raise 

you up as a testimony in this land. Rise 
and Shine, young warrior!

Dear young friends, if God could 
find Brother Gokul — born in a 
devout family, caught in 
violence, hiding from enemies  

and transform him into 
Pastor Gokul Joseph, 

He can do the same 
for you. If you open 

your heart to Jesus, 
He can make you 
His child too!
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We must believe in the Word of God—His 
promises recorded in Scripture. In Matthew 
8:8, a Roman centurion comes to Jesus and says, 
“My servant lies at home paralyzed, suffering 
terribly. Just say the word, and my servant will 
be healed.” Jesus replied, “I will come and heal 
him.” But the centurion responded, “Lord, I am 
not worthy to have You come under my roof. 

But speak only a word, and my servant will be 
healed.” He firmly believed in the authority of 
Jesus’ word—and that faith moved the Lord.

How can we believe in the Word 
and receive miracles?

There was a brother once diagnosed with a 
severe illness and written off by doctors as 
beyond recovery. In that critical moment, he 
turned to prayer and began to meditate on the 
Word. One verse from Psalm 117:17–18 
stood out to him: “I shall not die, but live, 
and declare the works of the Lord. The 
Lord has chastened me severely, but He 
has not given me over to death.” He 
started reading it aloud, again and again, so his 
ears would hear it. 

As he did, faith began to rise within him. 
Declaring it boldly and worshipping the Lord, 
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he eventually received healing—and today, he 
testifies for Jesus. Faith in God’s Word leads to 
miracles.

But what if I don’t have any faith? 
How can I gain it?

“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by 
the Word of God” (Romans 10:17). As you keep 
listening to and meditating on God’s Word, your 
faith will grow. It is the living, powerful Word of 
God that births faith in us. When you read 
Scripture, faith is stirred. When you speak 
words that declare Jesus as a miracle-working 
God—the same yesterday, today, and forever—
your faith will be strengthened.

Reading the Word and meditating on it with the 
help of the Holy Spirit builds faith. But speaking 
unbelief produces more unbelief. When 
Scripture is taught wrongly, Satan operates 
through it, breaking our faith and planting doubt 
in our hearts. But when we believe the Word 
and listen with expectation, the Holy Spirit 
moves and ignites faith within us. Miracles 
follow. Faith comes by hearing the Word of 
God—living and powerful words that work 
within us to revive both our faith and our lives.

A true story from South Korea!
In South Korea, a 17-year-old boy who followed 
Buddhism was left on his deathbed after both 
his lungs failed. Doctors had given up hope. 
News of his critical condition spread 
everywhere. Meanwhile, a young Christian girl 
who had heard of his situation felt a deep burden 
in her heart. She prayed fervently and then took 
him a copy of the New Testament, saying, 
“Please read this verse. Jesus will heal you.” But 
the boy, filled with rage, threw the Bible aside 
and said, “I already have a religion. You’ve come 
here to preach about a new god named Jesus?” 
He insulted the girl and sent her away.

Undeterred, she returned another 
day and repeated her plea: 
“Please read this verse. Jesus will 
do a miracle for you.” This time, 
he slapped her in anger. 
Yet she came again a 
third time. Seeing her 
persistence despite 
all the insults and 
beatings, the boy 
softened a little. He 
took the Bible 
and placed it 
beside his bed.

A few days later, he curiously opened the book 
to see what it said. He began to read about 
Jesus—how He loved the people, had 
compassion on the sick, and healed them. As he 
kept reading, he couldn’t stop. He was 
overwhelmed by the love and power of this 
Jesus. As he read, faith began to stir in his heart. 
He started to believe: “This Jesus, who is alive 
even after death, will surely heal me too.” He 
began to pray earnestly to Jesus. God heard his 
prayer, touched him, and healed him completely. 
That deathbed became a place of divine healing.

That young man later became the founder of 
the world’s largest church—Dr. Paul Yonggi 
Cho. It was the Word of God that birthed faith 
in him and led to his miracle.

Do you believe today? The same Jesus who 
performed miracles then is still performing 
miracles today. Will you believe?

Dear Youth,
There is life in the Word of God. 

Reading it daily will strengthen your 
faith. The Holy Spirit will work with-
in you. Make it a habit to read God’s 
Word earnestly every day and treasure 

it in your heart!
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“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light 
 to my path” (Psalm 119:105). When life feels confusing  
and unclear, it is the Word that illuminates  
the right direction.

When 
Scripture is 
treasured in your heart, 
you gain the wisdom to make 
sound decisions. 

The Word, when deeply engraved in your mind and soul, 
keeps you from straying into sin and helps you walk in holiness. In 
moments of trial and sorrow, it is the Word that comforts and revives us. 
So, merely reading the Bible is not enough — we must hide it in our hearts. When 
God’s Word lives in our hearts, it protects us from falling into sin. King David expressed 
this beautifully from his own experience: “I have hidden your word in my heart that I might 
not sin against you” (Psalm 119:11). When the Word of God is rooted in our hearts, it 
becomes our strength in resisting sin.

If those bound in sin are to be set free, the Word of the Lord must be proclaimed among 
them. It pierces hearts, bringing repentance. Take the example of Paul and Silas, who 

C
over Story: Sathish
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stayed a few 
days in Philippi. As was 

their custom, they went to a place of 
prayer by the riverside and shared the Gos-
pel with the women gathered there. Among 
them was a woman named Lydia from Thy-
atira. As she listened attentively to the mes-
sage spoken by Paul, the Lord opened her 
heart. She not only received Christ but was 
baptized along with her entire household. 
The Word of God brought life to those once 
dead in sin.

Even after Paul and Silas were imprisoned, 
they did not despair. Instead, they wor-
shiped and sang praises to God. Suddenly, 
there was a great earthquake — the foun-
dations of the prison shook, and all the 
doors flew open. When the jailer, thinking 
the prisoners had escaped, was about 
to kill himself, Paul shout-

ed, “Do not harm yourself! We are all 
here!” (Acts 16:28).

Later, they shared the Word of the Lord 
with the jailer and his household. As they 
heard the message, they believed and 
were baptized. Once again, the power of 
God’s Word led hearts to repentance and 
transformation.

In these last days — the days of famine for 
the Word — it is essential that God’s 
Word dwells richly within us. Only then 
can we boldly proclaim it to others.
When Satan came to tempt Jesus, the 
Lord overcame every temptation by 
declaring the Word that was already 
stored in His heart. The Word  
within us brings life 
and power.



12

Greetings, dear friends, in the name of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ!

It brings me great joy to meet you once again 
through the biblical narrative titled “The Fig 
Tree Revived.”

Last month, we explored how the God of Israel 
fought on behalf of His people. This month, we 
will delve into the connection between Israel—
the fig tree that revived again—and the ministry 
of Jesus Redeems.

Friends, I 
believe many 

of you are well-
acquainted with the 

ministry of Jesus Redeems. 
The Lord has graciously led this 

ministry for the past 46 years. For the last 
20 years, through this ministry, we have been 
organizing annual prayer tours to Israel, with 
groups of 50 members. These teams are often 
composed of families who are closely united 
with the vision of Jesus Redeems. One of the 
most treasured moments during these tours is 
the time spent in prayer, both individually and 
corporately, at the Garden of Gethsemane.

In 2015, during one such trip, our beloved 
brother Mohan C. Lazarus was led to intercede 
at the Garden of Gethsemane for the peace of 
Israel. While he was praying, the Lord intervened 

Chronicle : Sutherson
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and spoke clearly, “How can there be peace in 
Israel without salvation?” He then pointed out 
the scripture which declares, “All Israel will be 
saved.” The Lord gave a prophetic word stating, 
“The Israelites will be saved, and a revival fire 
will be poured out upon the land of Israel.”

In obedience to the Lord’s instruction; “You 
must labour for the revival of your land (India) 
and My land (Israel)” a vision was birthed, called 
The Israel Revival Prayer Tour.

The first such tour took place 
in 2016 with more than 400 
believers joining together. 
During that trip, a 12-hour 
prayer meeting was held in 
Jerusalem. Additional 
intercessory gatherings took 
place for two hours each at 
significant biblical locations, 
such as the Sea of Galilee, 
Mount Carmel, the Garden 
of Gethsemane, the Garden 
Tomb, and Zedekiah’s Cave.

The 12-hour prayer gathering in Jerusalem was 
especially profound. Bro. Mohan C. Lazarus and 
Bro. Vincent Selvakumar shared God’s 
prophetic plans and scriptural visions for Israel 
and led the congregation in intense prayer. As a 
result, many received a deep burden for Israel 
and committed themselves to be intercessors 
for the nation.

Subsequent Revival Prayer Tours were held in 
2017, 2018, 2019, and 2023. In each of these, 
participants dedicated themselves not only to 
pray for Israel but also to act on her behalf. In 
addition to these tours, Israel Revival Fasting 

Prayers were conducted in the years 
2017, 2018, 2019, 2022, and twice in 
2024 (May and November). During 
these gatherings, God’s children 
fasted and prayed for seven days, 
interceding earnestly for Israel.

As a result of these prayers, the Lord 
commanded significant changes in the land of 
Israel. A great number of Jews came to know 
Jesus as the Messiah. The number of workers 
ministering among the people of Israel increased. 
Churches are growing and multiplying across 
the land. The Lord has raised more than 800 
prayer cells within the nation. Believers from 
ten different countries are now faithfully praying 
for the salvation, revival, protection, and 
blessing of Israel.

(Statistical information 
regarding the land of Israel will 
be included here.)

Indeed, the fig tree has revived 
once again. Yet another 
outpouring of revival fire must 
descend upon it.

“I have come to bring fire on 
the earth, and how I wish it 
were already kindled!”  
(Luke 12:49)

This divine longing must be 
fulfilled.

Just as the fire of revival was poured out on the 
day of Pentecost during the apostolic era, God 
desires to pour out that same fire again—right 
in the heart of Israel. The Lord is calling you to 
be part of this prayer movement.

If you are willing, you are most welcome to join 
us in intercession. We will gladly send you 
monthly prayer points specifically focused on 
Israel. You can pray alone, as a family, with your 
church, or in prayer groups. Let us stand 
together until the will of the Lord is fulfilled in 
the land of Israel.
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This was not the kind of prayer where one 
simply persists until the answer is received. Nor 
was it a desperate, drawn-out plea to obtain 
something by force. It was a fervent, faith-filled 
prayer—one that emerged from a heart united 
with the Lord’s own heart and inspired by the 
Holy Spirit. In such moments, the Holy Spirit 
Himself intercedes from within us, teaching us 
how and what to pray. This speaks of a deep, 
earnest, and unceasing kind of prayer offered in 
the presence of God.

The church’s fervent prayer for Peter is 
recorded in Acts chapter 12. Since Peter was a 
key leader in the early church, King Herod had 
him imprisoned. While Peter lay in prison, the 
church interceded on his behalf without ceasing, 
with passionate persistence. Their prayers 
reflected both their faith and their deep love for 
Peter.

Peter was chained and locked behind prison 
doors, unaware that a miraculous deliverance 
awaited him. Hence, he had removed his sandals 
and loosened his cloak, falling into sleep. But 
suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared, struck 
Peter on the side to wake him up, and said, 
“Gird yourself, put on your sandals, wrap your 
cloak around you, and follow me.” Though 
Peter obeyed and followed the angel, he didn’t 
realize what was happening was real—he 
thought he was having a vision. And why 

wouldn’t he? This was not 
something that could 
happen under normal 
circumstances. After all, 
four squads of soldiers 
had been specifically 
assigned to guard him.

So, in such a tightly 
guarded situation, how 
was it even possible for Peter to walk free?

It was possible because the church was praying 
for him fervently. Such is the power of prayer! 
On the very night before Peter was to be 
brought out for trial, the Lord sent His angel to 
rescue him from prison. Once Peter realized 
that it was truly the Lord who had delivered 
him, he went to the house where many believers 
were gathered in prayer. He found them still 
praying fervently. Their prayer had reached the 
throne room of God, and God had answered by 
setting Peter free.

Notice this: When Peter was imprisoned, the 
church did not run to King Herod, nor did they 
appeal to the prison guards, officials, or even 
those who accused Peter. Instead, they turned 
to the Lord and prayed with fervency. The Lord 
never ignores the prayer of the righteous; He 
never rejects passionate intercession. The Bible 
says, “The effective, fervent prayer of a 
righteous man avails much” (James 5:16). God 
responded to the fervent prayer of the church 
by sending His angel and miraculously delivering 
Peter.

Event: Jeyaseelan
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We see a similar 
example in the 
life of Daniel. In 
Daniel 6:16, we 
read that he 
r e m a i n e d 
steadfast and 
fervent in prayer. 

The God who rescued Daniel from the mouths of 
lions caused the king to publicly proclaim that He 
alone is the living God. Such was the magnitude of 
the miracle that even the king declared Daniel’s 
God as the one true God.

Despite facing persecution and afflictions, 
those who remained fervent in prayer were 
victorious. The enemies who tried to destroy 
them were themselves defeated and put to 
shame by God (see Acts 12:22–23; Acts 
16:28–39; Daniel 6:24).

Even today, no matter how many problems 
we may face, we need not fear. Our prayers 
will never go in vain. Let us persist in fervent, 
unceasing prayer unto the Lord—and He 
will turn our captivity around!
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Lewis Hamilton was born into a humble working-class family in England. From a young age, he was 
deeply passionate about kart racing. Determined to support his son’s dream, Lewis’s father took 
on three jobs simultaneously. At just eight years old, Lewis clinched his first victory in a karting 
competition—a win that marked a turning point in his life.

By the age of thirteen, his talent caught the attention of McLaren Mercedes, who signed him as a 
development driver. That pivotal moment propelled him toward the world of Formula One. 
However, the journey was far from easy. Lewis had to withstand racism, ridicule, and relentless 
opposition both at school and on the racetrack. As a Black youth, he was often subjected to 
discrimination and belittlement. Yet, he never allowed the insults to shake his confidence. Instead, 
he ran forward with bold determination, believing, “I can do this.”

Through sheer talent and tireless effort, Lewis went on to become a seven-time World Champion. 
He has claimed more than 103 race wins and earned the prestigious title of “Sir.” But Lewis is not 
just a racing legend—he is also a powerful voice for social justice, environmental sustainability, and 
racial equality. Many once doubted that a young Black man could ever conquer the F1 world. But 
it was his courage, perseverance, unwavering faith, and his father’s steadfast support that steered 
him to victory.

Dear readers, no matter how fierce the challenges, remember—defeat only comes when 
you stop moving. If you keep running, victory will surely chase after you. Keep running, and 

success will follow... just like it did in the life of Lewis Hamilton!
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Alright then... Shall we 
dive into this month’s 
story?
In the Bible, there’s an 
account of a Roman 
centurion whose ser-
vant was gravely ill and 
on the verge of death. 
Deeply concerned, he 
longed for Jesus to heal 
his servant. Without hesi-
tation, Jesus went with him. 
However, as they approached 
the house, the centurion sent word 
saying, “Lord, do not trouble Yourself, for I 
am not worthy that You should enter under 
my roof.”

What incredible humility from a man so used 
to giving commands! He continued, “Just say 
the word, and my servant will be healed. For 
I too am a man under authority, having soldiers 
under me. I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; to 
another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my 
servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

When Jesus heard this, He was amazed. He 
said, “I tell you, I have not found such great 

faith even in Israel.” And with just one 
word, Jesus healed the servant — 

from a distance.

What a miracle with  
a single word? And 
from a far? That’s 
astounding, friends?
While I was wondering if 

such miracles still happen 
today, a powerful testimony 

reached me from the city of 
Tiruppur. There, a prayer group 

named Calvary Hands is actively at work. 
Not only do they intercede for the nation, but 
they also engage in village evangelism and 
serve the poor and needy.

Christian News: Jenifer
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One of the sisters from this group encountered an elderly 
lady named Ratna, who was bedridden due to severely swollen 
legs caused by blocked blood flow and nerve issues. The 
doctors had given her just three months to live. Burdened 
with compassion, the sister longed to see her healed and 
decided to visit her home to share about the healing power of 
Jesus. But the old woman refused to let her in, saying, “You 
may not enter my house.”

Undeterred, the sister stood outside and said, “I won’t come 
in, but I’ll share about Jesus from here.” She spoke of His 
miracles and prayed for Ratna right there, outside the house. 
Day after day, she returned and prayed 
from the same spot.

And then — a miracle! Gradually, 
changes began to occur in the 
old woman’s legs. Seeing the 
difference, she eventually invit-
ed the sister into her home for 
prayer. As they built a relation-
ship, the sister introduced her to 
the 5 AM daily conference call 
prayer hosted by their group for 
families. Curious, the elderly woman 
joined.

During these early morning calls, a short devotional word is 
shared followed by prayer. Listening day after day, faith began 
to rise in her heart. Holding on to those words, she began to 
pray earnestly. Slowly but surely, the swelling subsided, 
wounds healed, and one day, she got up from her bed.

Her family, in shock, took her to the doctor — who could 
hardly believe his eyes. All her test results came back normal. 
Blood flow to the nerves was perfectly restored. The woman 
who once knew nothing about Jesus, along with her entire 
family, is now walking in faith. What’s more — they now share 
the Good News of Jesus with the customers at their grocery 
store!

Friends, this isn’t the  
only miracle! We’ve 
received word of many 
such wonders happening 
through the 

Calvary Hands confer-
ence call prayers. Just as 
Jesus healed the centuri-
on’s servant from afar 
with a single word, the 
Word of God spoken 
during these calls healed 
this grandmother from a 
distance.

Today, many of us join 
conference call prayers 

too. But let’s ask our-
selves — are we truly 
present in heart and 
spirit? Or do we join 
the call on one hand, 
while attending to 

other work or scroll-
ing through apps with 

the other?

Let this be a wake-up call. 
The power of united 
prayer can raise someone 
from a deathbed. Surely, 
it can transform any of 
our situations! But this 
power requires commit-
ment, sacrifice, and fer-
vent faith. Let us pray 
with passion and dedica-
tion, and we will witness 
miracles like never be-
fore. 

I’ll meet you again next 
month with more 

breaking news!.

(To be continued...)
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Farmers’ SuicidesFarmers’ Suicides
In the first three months of 2025 alone, 767 
farmers took their own lives in Maharashtra. 
On average, eight farmers die by suicide each 
day in the state. India produces approximately 
137.4 million tonnes of rice annually, with 
25% of that yield coming from West Bengal. 
However, erratic rainfall, climate change, 
declining soil fertility, and pest infestations 
severely impact agricultural productivity. 
Low yields, mounting debts, and insufficient 
irrigation facilities have pushed many farmers 
to the brink. In 2024, a staggering 2,635 
farmers in Maharashtra died by suicide.

Prayer Points:
1. Pray for the protection of farmers and for 
suicidal thoughts to be replaced with hope 
and courage.
2. Pray that the rice cultivated in India will be 
purchased at fair prices and that farmers will 
be able to sell their produce without facing 
losses.
3. Pray for divine intervention to protect 
farmlands from excessive rains and pests, 
and for a bountiful harvest.
4. Pray that the government would ensure 
adequate irrigation facilities and make 
fertilizers available at affordable rates.
5. Pray for uninterrupted electricity supply 
for agricultural needs.

Electricity BoardElectricity Board
India’s power sector employs around 2.7 
million workers, serving over 333 million 
consumers. The nation consumes 1,800 
terawatts of electricity per hour. The demand 
for electricity increases by 6% every year, 
with heavy usage in industries, households, 
and agriculture. Most of India’s electricity is 
generated through thermal power plants, 
with hydropower, nuclear, and renewable 
energy sources contributing as well. It is 
projected that by 2029–2030, electricity 
generation will increase by 64%.

Prayer Points:
1. Pray for the salvation of the 2.7 million 
workers employed in the power sector.
2. Pray for a strong public awareness against 
the misuse and wastage of electricity.
3. Pray for complete electrification across all 
homes in India.
4. Pray for a significant increase in electricity 
production and for all vacant positions in 
power plants to be filled.
5. Pray for seamless electricity supply across 
the country and for the proper maintenance 
of power plants.

Pr
ay
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Sexual Assault CasesSexual Assault Cases
In India, an average of 86 sexual assault cases 
are reported every day. Shockingly, in 82 of 
those cases, the perpetrator is someone 
known to the victim. Four sexual assault 
cases are filed every hour. Women between 
the ages of 18 and 30 are the most affected. 
Between 2017 and 2022, out of 189,000 
reported cases, 113,000 victims were aged 
between 18 and 30. One in four girls is 
sexually abused before the age of 16. One in 
six children is a victim of sexual abuse. One 
in eighteen boys experiences sexual assault 
before the age of 16. In 2024 alone, 71,227 
cases of sexual assault were officially 
registered by law enforcement.

Prayer Points: 
1. Pray for judicial systems to take swift 
action to ensure timely resolution of sexual 
assault cases.
2. Pray for a divine transformation in this 
grim reality, where four cases are reported 
every hour.
3. Pray that survivors will receive emotional 
healing, and perpetrators will receive the 
punishment they deserve through the justice 
system.
4. Pray that restoration centres and support 
services will be available for women most 
affected.
5. Pray for awareness to be raised among 
young girls to protect them from sexual 
abuse from an early age.

Railway SectorRailway Sector
India operates 13,169 passenger trains and 
8,739 freight trains. These trains cover a 
daily distance of 7,352 kilometres, employing 
about 1.2 million staff members. Over the 
past five years, 219 train accidents have 
occurred. In 2018–19, there were 59 
accidents; in 2019–20, 55; in 2020–21, 22; in 
2021–22, 35; and in 2022–23, 48 accidents. 
In 2023–24 alone, 313 passengers lost their 
lives and over 1,000 were injured. Over the 
past decade, India has witnessed 638 railway 
accidents, resulting in 748 deaths and injuries 
to over 1,500 individuals. The railway 
network spans over 106,000 kilometres, 
connecting every state across the nation.

Prayer Points:
1. Pray for the safety and protection of the 
1.2 million employees working in the railway 
sector.
2. Pray for government intervention to 
prevent railway accidents and to upgrade 
railway tracks.
3. Pray that long-distance train drivers will 
have reduced working hours and that vacant 
posts will be filled to manage the workload.
4. Pray for the removal of signalling errors 
and the establishment of adequate safety 
barriers.
5. Pray that the railway system will function 
with wisdom and excellence to prevent 
further loss of life.



24

The Lord said to the 
people of Israel: “You will 
be My treasured possession. 
You shall be to Me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation” (Exodus 
19:5–6).

The Lord separated the Levites from among the 
tribes of Israel. From the Levites, He chose 
Aaron and his descendants, consecrated them 
as priests, and anointed them for service in the 
Holy Place.

The Priests’ Sacrificial Duties
The priest was responsible for offering sacrifices 
before the Lord to atone for the people’s sins.

The morning offering: Each morning he laid 
wood upon the altar and kept the fire burning. 
He dressed in linen garments to remove the 
ashes from the altar and placed them beside it. 
Then, changing into other garments, he carried 
the ashes outside the camp to a ceremonially 
clean place. The fire on the altar was never to 
go out.

The sprinkling of blood: The priest smeared the 
blood of the sacrifice on the horns of the 
altar and poured the rest at its base. The 
lampstand: In the Holy Place, he kept 
the lamp burning continually from 
evening until morning before the 
Lord.

The Table of Showbread: He 
arranged the holy bread every 

Sabbath and offered incense before the 
Lord.

The Most Holy Place: Once a year, the high 
priest alone entered the Holy of Holies. Carrying 
sacrificial blood, he sprinkled it once on the 
atonement cover (mercy seat) and seven times 
in front of it, making atonement for all the sins of 
Israel.

Priestly Responsibilities among the People
4Publicly read the Law of God for all Israel to 
hear.
4Teach the people about leprosy and how to 
distinguish it.
4Declare the clean person “purified” when the 
disease was gone.
4Judge disputes and proclaim the Lord’s 

justice.
4Blow the trumpets to signal 

important events.
Encourage the people with words of 
courage before they went into 
battle.
Aaron and his sons were 
appointed to perform these 
ministries. In Deuteronomy 10:8 
we read of three key priestly 
roles:

Info: M
oses
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1. To Carry the Ark of the Covenant
When Israel broke camp, the consecrated 
priests bore the Ark of the Covenant. In the 
same way, we too are called to bear the Word 
of the Lord—His power and glory—as His living 
ark in this world.

2. To Stand before the Lord and 
Worship Him

When God called Israel out 
of Egypt, He 
commanded Pharaoh, 
“Let My people go, that 
they may worship Me.” 
Concerning us also, God 
says, “I have formed this 
people for Myself, 
that they might 
declare My praise.” 

Therefore, as those who have received an 
unshakable kingdom, let us hold firmly to grace 
and offer worship to God with reverence and 
holy fear, pleasing Him in all things.

3. To Bless in His Name
It is God’s delight to bless His people through 
His priests. Scripture tells us, “You were called 

t o inherit a blessing; therefore, 
bless.” As priests of the last 
days, we must intercede 
through Jesus Christ—the 

One sacrificed for the sins of 
humanity—that all people 
may be sanctified and inherit 
the blessings of heaven. 

Through the Word of God, 
we must proclaim the 
gospel to every soul.
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Dear young brother and sister,

We are living in the days of the end-time revival! 
Every month, through this column “Revival 
Seeds”, we explore the lives of missionaries 
who, in the midst of great hardship, sowed the 
seeds of revival. This month, let us delve into 
the inspiring life of a missionary who toiled 
tirelessly for the establishment of Christ’s 
Kingdom - John Thomas Tucker.

Born on November 10, 1807, in Ireland, John 
Thomas Tucker was raised in a home where he 
was nurtured in devotion and discipline from a 
young age. At the age of 19, he aspired to 
become a prominent lawyer. Pursuing this 
dream, he studied law and began practicing as 
an advocate. Even in his youth, he actively 
engaged in evangelistic ministry.

In 1827, during a missionary conference 
conducted by the Church Mission Society in 
Ireland, he felt the divine calling to dedicate his 
entire life to spreading the Gospel. Yielding to 
that call, he gave up his flourishing legal career 
and enrolled in a Bible college in London in 
1833. He completed his theological studies and 
was ordained on June 5, 1836, in England.

That same year, through CMS Mission, John 
Thomas was sent to Chennai (then Madras). In 
just six months, he mastered the Tamil language 
and, on February 5, 1837, began his missionary 
work in the village of Megnanapuram in 
Tirunelveli district. On October 4, 1838, he 
married Mary Davis. Together, they traveled on 
foot to various villages, proclaiming the Gospel. 
The couple was blessed with three children.

The areas where John ministered were barren 
and impoverished. He undertook the task of 
improving agricultural lands, planting trees 
suitable to the local soil, purifying the villages, 
and transforming dry wastelands into lush 
groves. Witnessing his compassionate efforts, 
the locals—many of whom were toddy 
tappers—listened to the Gospel and accepted 
Jesus Christ. For them, he built a small church.

In 1844, he started a school and also constructed 
hostels for orphans and abandoned children. As 
a result, many who had never heard of Jesus 
came to faith and began sending their children 
to school. The students excelled not only 
academically but also in character. Numerous 
villagers around Megnanapuram accepted Jesus. 
John baptized them and appointed catechists to 
lead morning and evening worship in their 
communities.

But his work wasn’t without fierce opposition. 
Opponents who resented his social reforms 
and evangelism set fire to the thatched churches. 
They destroyed Christian homes, properties, 
and farmlands, socially ostracizing believers. 
Yet, the Christians endured all this with 
unwavering patience. In their suffering, they 

Missionary Biography:William
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clung to God more firmly and grew stronger in faith. None 
turned away from Christ, which only deepened the enemies’ 
fury.

In 1845, severe cyclonic winds battered Megnanapuram and 
its surrounding villages. This was followed by deadly 
outbreaks of cholera, vomiting, and diarrhea. A brutal famine 
and acute drinking water shortage made matters worse. 
Death cries echoed everywhere. Among the many losses, 
John Thomas also lost his beloved daughter, Mary Jane.

Locals began blaming these tragedies on the people’s 
conversion to Christianity. Violence erupted. Threats 
mounted. They demanded that John Thomas cease his 
missionary work. But undeterred and unafraid—even amidst 
personal grief—he continued ministering to the afflicted 
with renewed zeal. He visited village after village, offering 
help and hope. His wife too stepped in, organizing self-help 
groups for women and empowering them economically. She 
established a school to educate girls.

Through these evangelistic, social, and women’s 
empowerment efforts, many villagers embraced Jesus Christ 
as their personal Savior. To facilitate corporate worship, 
plans were made to build a church. Construction began on 
June 20, 1844, and on December 9, 1847, the church was 
completed and consecrated under the name St. Paul’s 
Church.

In 1857, the Christian population in Megnanapuram stood at 
5,500. By 1869, that number had grown to 45,000!

John Thomas also built large churches in villages such as 
Vellalanvilai, Arumuganeri, Nalumavadi, Kadatchapuram, 
Kayamozhi, Prakasapuram, Pannavilai, and Christian Nagar. 
In Subramaniapuram, Rasamanipuram, and Poovarasur—
villages inhabited by marginalized communities—churches 
were constructed as well. He preached the Gospel in 125 
villages, built churches, and also established 54 schools.

He trained 54 evangelists and appointed preachers for 
church ministry. To strengthen the believers, he ordained 12 
pastors. Owing to his tireless labor, the churches flourished 
and grew deeply rooted in the faith.

After 33 years of ceaseless service, dedicating his entire life 
to Megnanapuram and its surrounding regions, John Thomas 
became physically weak in 1865. He went to England for 
medical treatment and slightly recovered. Yet, unable to 
bear separation from the love and affection of the people of 
Megnanapuram, he insisted on returning. He vowed, “Even 

in death, I wish to be among the 
people of South Tirunelveli.” 
Eventually, his health deteriorated 
again, and on March 28, 1870, at 
the age of 62, he entered into 
eternal rest.

He despised worldly fame 
and luxury, loved India 

deeply, demonstrated the 
love of Christ, sowed the 

Word faithfully, covered the 
land with prayer, built 

churches amidst opposition, 
and made it possible for 

even the most neglected to 
encounter the Lord.

Today, are you ready to 
endure such suffering and 

run with zeal like him?
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EVERY 1st SUNDAY (7th Sep)
MUMBAI – DHARAVI  

(5PM – 7:30PM) 
World Revival Prayer Centre, 2nd 
Floor, Above Balakrishna Farsan 

Mart, Opp. Apna Restaurant, Near 
Kamarajar School, 90 Feet Road, 

9004882470

VELLORE  (3PM) 
World Revival Prayer Centre,  

Ajantha Mahal,  
# 3, 6th West Cross Road,  

Gandhi Nagar 
9442885315 | 9442979556

TIRUPUR (4PM – 6:30PM) 
World Revival Prayer Centre,  

#62, 2nd Floor,  
Benny Kumaran Main Road.  

9442885315

TUTICORIN  (3PM – 5:30PM) 
World Revival Prayer Centre, Jehovah 

Jireh Towers, 51/8D/3, 1st Floor,  
Tiruchendur Road,  
Muniasamypuram  

Land mark: South Police Station to  
Kamaraj College Rd. 

 9442885315 | 9786212103

TIRUPATI  (3PM) 
World Revival Prayer Centre,  
Unlimited Show Room (Opp.) 
7989295442 | 9488938305 

EVERY 2nd SATURDAY (13th Sep)
BANGALORE (3PM-5PM) 
World Revival Prayer Centre, 

57/2 Thomasappa layout (Opp) 
Lumbini Garden Bus Stand Outer 

Ring Road, Veerannapalaya (Nagavara) 
9791444788 |  080 35 45 45 

EVERY 2nd SUNDAY (14th sep)
SANKARANKOIL (2:30PM – 5PM) 

World Revival Prayer Centre,  
Sekihnah Mahal, Mullai Nagar.  
9750955548 | 8344949555

AMBUR (3PM-6PM) 
Concordia Hr.Sec. School,  

Opp Rly.Station  
9597927799 | 9442885315

THANE (5PM - 7:30PM) 
R.P. Mangala High School  

(Near Railway Station), Room No.10, 
Opp. Bank of Maharashtra, Thane (East) 

9004882470

THANJAVUR (3PM) 
World Revival Prayer Centre, 
Near Balaji Nagar Bus Stop,  
18B, TPS Nagar, MC Road 
9489775075 | 9444381971 

KOVILPATTI (2:30PM -5:30PM) 
St. Paul’s Matriculation School  

(Parking area Building) 
9677858766 | 9787322334

ALANGULAM (2:30PM) 
D. No. 5/2, Vaanjinathan Street, 

North side of TPV Mill,  
Thuththikulam Road, 

9750955548 | 9965377427

THENI (2:30PM – 5PM) 
World Revival Prayer Centre,  

#203, Madurai Road,  
Opp. Anantham Silk, Dr. Kamaraj 

Hospital, 1st Floor 
9750955548 | 9976766422

SURANDAI (2:00PM) 
Jawaharlal Middle School 

9443962141 | 9750955548

SATHANKULAM (3PM -5:30PM) 
Hendry Matric Higher Secondary 

School, Mela Sathankulam.  
9442885315 | 9786212103
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CHENGALPET (3PM – 5:30PM) 
Reheboth Church, Near old bus stand,  

9710809626 |9488475315

NAMAKKAL (3PM -5:30PM) 
World Revival Prayer Centre, 
16B Naveen Nest Apartment, 

Podhigai Nagar, 1st street, Salem Road, 
Namakkal-637001  

9962085523 | 94886 18305

POLLACHI (3PM TO 6PM) 
World Revival Prayer Centre,  

Grace Auto,  
1st floor, 163, Raja mill road, Pollachi, 

9486037586 | 9487856205

VILLUPURAM (3PM – 5:30PM) 
World Revival Prayer Centre,  

HH Complex, Namnadu Textiles,  
Opp., Shanthi Theater Rd 
8870517324 | 834411022

ERODE (4PM – 6:30PM) 
World Revival Prayer Centre,  

#216, 1st Floor,  
Near Fire Service, Gandhiji Road 

9750722000 

EVERY 3rd SATURDAY (20th sep) 
MYSORE (3:30PM - 6PM) 
World Revival Prayer Center, 

3818, 14th Cross, St. Mary’s Road, 
FTS Circle, N.R. Mohalla. 

9962085523 | 9886311777

PERAMBALUR (5PM -8PM) 
World Revival Prayer Centre,  

M K Complex, \ 
71, Venkatesapuram,  
Near Bank of Baroda,  

Trichy Main Road.  
9788788512

EVERY 3rd SUNDAY (21st Sep)
SALEM (3PM - 6PM) 

Karunya Prayer Hall, 
76/67, Near Thinathanthi office,  

opp. Gandhi Stadium, Arisipalayam 2. 
9962085523

TIRUNELVELI (2:30 PM) 
World Revival Prayer Centre,  

Shah Complex,  
#43/R4, Rajendra Nagar,  

Trivandrum Road 
9750955548 | 9047480484

SIVAKASI (3PM -5PM) 
World Revival Prayer Centre,  

HOREB Complex,  
1st Floor, P K N Road, 

(Near Rathna vilas Bus Stop) 
9677858766 | 9442906567

COIMBATORE (4 PM) 
World Revival Prayer Centre,  

#90, 1st Floor,  
Arts College Road,  

Near Charan Tower, 
9894399599 | 9442885315

TRICHY (3 PM) 
World Revival Prayer Centre,  

22A, 1st Floor, 
Thennur High Road,  

Near KMC Bus Stop, Thennur. 
9489775075 | 8344119000

CHENNAI (3 PM) 
World Revival Prayer Centre,  

Prince Kushal Towers,  
7th Floor B-Wing,  

Adjacent to LIC Metro,  
Mount Road, 
9488475315

NALUMAVADI  
(3PM -5:30PM) 

Tabernacle of God,  
Nalumavadi 
9442885315

JEBAMALAI (2 PM) 
Keelamathapuram, Kadaiyam (via), 

Tenkasi Dist.  
8300131000 | 9750955548

TIRUVARUR (3:30PM) 
World Revival Prayer Centre,  

1S.A. Rice Mill Complex,  
TTP Main Rd, 

9976766322 | 7373374733

RANIPET (3PM-6PM) 
World Revival Prayer Centre,  

Railway Station Road,  
Zion Nagar,  

Near Scudder Memorial Hospital 
9500283179 | 9442885315

NAGERCOIL (3PM TO 6PM) 
World Revival Prayer Centre,  

NO: 1055 K.P ROAD,  
Milk Depot Junction,  

Nagercoil  
7598155503 | 9442885315

PONDICHERRY (5PM TO 7PM) 
World Revival Prayer Centre, 

Kottupalayam Lawspet,  
opp. Latha Steel, E C R Road. 
 8344433800 | 9442885315

CHITTOOR (3PM TO 6PM) 
World Revival Prayer Centre,  
Kamlambal Street, Readspet,  

Kangareddy palli,  
9487734603  

EVERY 4th SUNDAY (28th Sep) 
THIRUVALLUR  
(3PM -5:30PM) 

World Revival Prayer Centre,  
H S R Tower,  

2nd Floor, Near CSI Gowdi Church 
9488475315

KARUR (3PM-5:30PM) 
CSI Boys High schools, 

 Jawahar Bazzar, 
Bunglaw Street, Karur. 

9489775075

MUMBAI-MALAD (4PM – 6PM) 
Bethel Ground Floor, 305/E,  

Mith Chauky,  
Marve Road, Malad (W) 

9664050567 | 9619996976

PERNAMPET (3PM TO 6PM) 
Revival Prayer centre, VK Road. 

9442885315

THISAYANVILAI  
(2:30PM - 5:30PM) 

World Revival Prayer Centre, 
Near ML Hospital, Thisayanvilai. 

9487810845, 9750955548

MADURAI (3PM -5:30PM) 
Devanukae Mahimai Church, 

Nearby MGM Plaza, 
 [Theekadir Busstop]  

41, K.Salai pudur Byepass Road, 
Madurai  

9750955548 

Join us every month 
without fail; 

Become catalysts of a 
mighty revival!
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In recent times, one of the most 
trending practices among Christian 

youth is worship. In today’s context, worship 
often appears as a blend of high-energy music and 

expressive dance. Sadly, emotions are being 
prioritized over the presence of God.
However, according to the Word of God, we are 
called to worship in a very specific way. Throughout 
Scripture, we see that dancing in worship was a 
personal expression and not a collective norm. 
Beloved children of God, the Bible exhorts us to 
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. So, 
where do our hearts stand? How do our actions 
reflect our worship?
Merely dancing because everyone else is doing it or 
imitating worldly patterns does not amount to 
genuine worship. In worship, holiness must take 
precedence over emotional excitement.
In the book of Amos, we read God saying, “Away 
with the noise of your songs!” This clearly shows 
that only worship that is pleasing to the Lord is 
accepted by Him. Anything else, no matter how 
loud or heartfelt it may seem to us, will sound like a 
disturbing noise to His ears if it lacks sincerity and 
sanctity.Dear friends, how are we worshipping the 
Lord? Is it with all our heart and soul? Take a moment 
to reflect!
True worship brings the presence and glory of God. 
Its origin lies in heaven, where the cherubim and 
seraphim ceaselessly praise the Lord crying, “Holy, 
holy, holy!” Lucifer was the first to lead worship in 
heaven. But when pride caused his fall, he began 
sowing the seeds of false worship among people — 
worship that is not pleasing to God. So friends, be 

vigilant! Are we  
offering reasonable 
worship? Are we 
truly giving God 
the kind of worship 
He desires? These 
are questions we must 
seriously ponder. We 
must also be cautious 
about how we present 
ourselves in worship — 
including our attire. Paul 
writes, “I have the right to do anything,” but 
not everything is beneficial. When we worship, our 
walk, our talk, our dress — everything must align 
with holiness. If we continue in ways that provoke 
confusion or lead others into temptation while 
worshipping, that is not a worship pleasing to God. 
If we speak what the Lord has not spoken or sing 
whatever comes to mind thinking it is worship that 
is not true worship. Only when the name of the 
Lord alone is exalted does worship reach its 
fullness. 
My dear friends, the habits we cultivate during 
our youth are what we will eventually pass on 
to the next generation. So let us be truthful 
and sincere in worshipping God even now. 

Worship invites the presence of God into our 
midst — but if it is not done rightly, it can also 
invite His wrath.Let us evaluate whether our 

worship is in line with the Word of God or 
merely following man-made traditions. 

Starting today, let’s change our trend — let us 
cast off what is displeasing to God and 

embrace a worship that is pleasing in His sight. 
This is exactly what God expects from us.
Let us worship Him in holiness, and we will 

witness divine visions, understand God’s plans, 
and walk in deep fellowship with Him.

May the Lord bless you richly. Amen!

Youth in action: Duke Richard
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